| Enquiry into the Sufficiency 0 
97 „ in Matters of Religion . 


* 


JERMON 


. Preach'd before the 


UNIVERSITY 


YY F 0 R D, 
At St. MAR Vo, 
InSunday, December 17%. 1738. 


Tn o MAS Ra NPDPOLPI, D. D. 
car of Pei ham in Kent, and late 
fellow of C. C. C. 


ed at the TREAT RE for the Widow Fletcher 
de High-Street: And Sold by J. Knapton in 
WLate-Street ; C. Rivington in St, Paul's Church- 
id, London; 3 W. Thurlburn at Cambridge, and 
Lecke at Bath. D 


* 


— 2 
r 


TREE rn = ES g 
P ͤ ²· im ʃvl... & . ̃—,p ] 
— BER A * 4 — — — — — 


re - — — — — 
— — — — — — — — — — _ 
8 — — - 


_— — a. — 


a. 


* — r 
o 7 = F IT 5 . War 6 7M) e _— . 2 * 
11 „„ CC IS n r re 
- * : 1 e 2 * * We — — — 


— — — — 


ho Rs ͤ—-— — — —⅛ dad 
may ” — = 


Imprimatur, 
 THEOPH. LEIGH, © 


Vice-Can. Oxoff 


Feb. 28%, 1738-9, © 


7 


1 ML. 5. - 
that we are ſufficient of our- 
clbes to think any thing as of our- 
les. but our ſufficiency is of 
(1d. Dt 


HE Apoſtle in the foregoing part of 
this Chapter ſpeaks in pretty high terms 
of the Succeſs of his Preaching. He 
bim ſelf a little of the Converſion of the 
Futhians : he tells them he has no occaſion 
| Yunmend him ſelß, or ſeek any Letters of Com- 
arion; which others might ambitiouſly ſol- 
& and vainly triumph in. The Progreſs he 
made amongſt them, and the Change he 
i wrought in their Hearts, was a more 
verful and publick recommendation of him, 
n any recommendatory Epiſtle. But then 
Saucd againſt all appearance of Vanity and 
Nentation, he immediately ſeems as it were 
Pore himſelf, and aſcribes the Succeſs of 
Plüniſtry, and his Ability to diſcharge the 
Nes of it to the gracious Aſſiſtance of God. 
uch truſt have we through Chriſt to God-ward, 
it that we are ſufficient of our ſelves to think 
thing as of our ſelves : but our ſufficiency 2 
Jed, who hath alſo made us able Miniſters of 

Nem Teſtament. | 


wal 


The 


[ 4 | 
The Apoſtle expreſſes his Inſufficiency in thn of 
ſtrongeſt terms: he eſteems himſelf not o 11 a 
unequal to the weighty and important Charm h 
of the Apoſtleſbip, but not even ſufficient I. 
think any thing as of himſelf. A ſtrong rebut 
this to thoſe, who thruſt themſelves into l 
Miniſtry without Commiſſion, or without prſiquir' 
per Qualifications : and a ſerious Admonitin 
to thoſe, who are already engag d in this fac 
Office, exciting their Diligence, their Hum 
lity, and their Devotion. But theſe Words 
St. Paul, though ſpoken more immediately wi 
reference to his Office, as an Apofile, are 3g; 
expreſt in general terms, and may very well b# 
applied to Mankind in general. We are non} 
of us ſufficrent to think any thin? as of our ſell) l. F 
and all of us in our private capacity ftand nir 
daily need of the Divine Aſſiſtance. re 
I ſhould enter into too large a Field of Dif of 
courſe, ſhould I attempt to lay before you th As 
manifold Defects and Infirmities of Hum, 
Nature, and ſet forth the Inſufficiency of Manifſe ſo 
kind with regard to the Will, the AﬀeQionifſe F. 
and the Underſtanding. I ſhall therefore confpuch 
fine my ſelf to the laſt of theſe ; and that palſſs ſe 
_ ticularly with reference to a Queſtion, vb 
has of late Years been made the Subject of Dae R 
bate, concerning the Suffic:ency of Reafon e 
Matters of Religion. This is indeed a fou 
which the Expreſſion here uſed ſeems naturans a 
to lead us to---not that we are ſufficient of uu. 
ſelves to thank any thing (Apiouadduj ri) 0s of iffuch 
ſelves : but our ſufficiency is of God. It has betet 
aſſerted that Reaſon #5 a ſufficient Guide in " ard 


CF ] 


ini of Religion, and this particularly by the 
"ot oa and Socznzans £ the one of which would 
Charndom hence conclude that Reaſon is the Stan- 
cient Il of reveal d Truths, and the other that all 
 rebulflivelation is unneceſſary and uſeleſs. 

nto th} The Propoſition indeed will, I believe, upon 
It prffaquiry be found to be in ſome Senſe true: 
onitioln the Terms of it are equivocal. The fr ſt 
s ſacreſſiing therefore neceſſary in order to clear up 
Humiis Point, will be to examine into the Terms 
ords dffithis Propoſition: and then, I hope, we ſhall 
ely ville able to diſcover in what Senſe it may be 
are jane, and what may reaſonably be inferr d 


well baum it. 5 

e non | 

fel} L Firſt therefore, We ſhall enquire into the 
tand ieaning of the word Reaſon - and in the next 


ace what it is to be a ſufficient Guide in Mat- 


of Dif: of Religion. | 
you th As to the Firſt, the word Reaſon has, I am 
Homatad, been uſed in a great Variety of Senſes. 


9 g 
a * O. 


e lometimes find it taken objectively, not for 
Faculty of reaſoning, but for the Object, 
ch ſuch Faculty is converſant about. In 
ſenſe Reaſon ſignifies the ſame as Truth. 
h, I preſume, we mean, when we talk of 
w Reaſon of Things, And thus I conceive 
"ne Writers muſt mean, (if they mean any 
Fug at all) who ſpeak of the Religion, or 
„ Reaſon, and attribute Immutability and 
flute Perfection to it. But this is a Senſe 
ich the Word cannot admit in the preſent 
is betFieltion, Reaſon, in this acceptation of the 
1 ic, can with no propriety be called a Guide: 

7 tis 


[6] 
tis indeed the Way it ſelf, and not the Cuil Thr 
which ſhould direct us in it. To fay in thuheeſti 


Senſe that Reaſon is a ſufficient Guide, if it ft u 
nifies any thing, ſignifies only that all Traub ul 
true a Propoſition, from which, I belief 
nothing can be inferrd either with regard tolhtict 
the uſeleſſneſs of Revelation, or our Ability diene 
Authority to judge of it. +4 

Secondly, Reaſon is ſometimes us d far thi 1 
Faculty of diſcovering and perceiving Truth allow 1 
general. And in this Senſe ſome Men have aJjnſe! 
tributed a kind of Infallibility to Reaſon. Nequlher: 
decipitur Ratio, neqgue decipit un quam 15 Tank 
Sentence often in their Mouths, which can bei. 
true in no other Senſe of the Word but thiJjeh 
Again, when Men talk of Rght Reaſon, it muß al br 
as I apprehend, be underſtood either in thafirthe 
or the former Senſe of the Word. Whatererſſned » 
is agreeable to Right Reaſon is moſt certauhſſſ: 1 
true: but yet this amounts to no more thuſtung 
faying as above that all Truth 5 true. Thelma 
are doubtleſs many Beings ſuperiour to us, ane 
are able to diſcover more Truths than we can Nei 
do: and God himſelf has a moſt perfect ale 
univerſal Perception and Comprehenſion of alfutend 
poſſible Truths. But yet his All- perfect Ronen 
ledge can be no Guide to us any farther than i, 
is pleas d to reveal himſelf to us. In this Sei be 
therefore the Word cannot be taken in thisUilde 
bate. Reaſon in general, if a Guide, 1s Mao 
Guide to us: nor can we from the Perfechater 
of Reaſon in general infer the Perfection OF fil 
our own, or the uſeleſſneſs or non · neceſſiſ dad, 
Revelation. oe Thi Vun 

| rtf 


[+] 
Cu] Thirdly therefore, by Reaſon in the preſent 
n thihieftion, if we would ſpeak pertinently, we 


it fot underſtand Human Reaſon. But here a- 
ruth alin, Human Reaſon may be conſider d either 
elienk fbfiſting in the whole Species, or in each 
ard tolacticular Individual. If we conſider it in the 
ity oficmer Senſe, it will in the firſt place be diffi- 
| at to determine how far Human Reaſon will 
or thiary us, and to what Ends it is ſufficient. We 
ruth amy that God has from the Beginning reveal'd 
we a-Jinſelf to Mankind at ſundry times, and in 
Nauf manners : and we have great reaſon to 
—i think that the Wiſe Men of Old were in part 
can belgmainted with ſuch Revelations, and that the 
u tha then World built many of their Notions 
t mul al practices on the Remains of them. How 
n thin there fore they might have been able to pro- 
atenefffced without ſuch Helps we cannot pretend to 
rtanhJſ: nor can we from their Writings or Rea- 
e thanſlaings infer the Perfection or Sufficiency 0 
denn Underſtanding deſtitute of Divine Aſſi- 
5s, malte 
ve cu Neither will the Suffictency of Human Reaſon 
 andften in this View anſwer the Ends or Purpoſes 
| of fatended to be ſerv'd by this Doctrine. If 
Kone 75 a ſuſficient Guide to a Socrates, a 
hank, or a Locke, yet ſtill the reſt of Mankind 
s Seni be left without any ſufficient Guide. They 
1s Vl be ſtill unable to diſcover who are the beſt 
15 Mfeſoners, or to judge between them in Points 
euiere they differ. Revelation therefore may 
ion d ill /e, or neceſſary to the Bulk of Man- 
fly, notwithſtanding this ſuppos d Sufficiency 
Thin |tuman Reaſon, Again, ſuppoſing Reaſon = 
«| this 


forc d to admit Myſteries, and be oblig d ue 


[8 ] 
this Senſe to be the Standard of reveal d Truth 
yet to what uſe will 2 Standard ſerve, whid I 
lock'd up in a few Hands, while the ref 
Mankind know not where to have recourſe 
it. The generality of Mankind may ftill& 


believe what they cannot comprehend, nll 
withſtanding this Privilege of Human Reaſmdh 

The Advocates therefore for the Sufi 
F Reaſon, if they will talk pertinently and any 
ſiſtently, muſt aſſert that every Man's Raul 
in particular is a ſufficient Guide to him in Mah 


ters of Religion. _ - 


II. Let us therefore in the Second Place en 
mine in what Senſe it may be ſaid to beg 
For the Term ſufic:ent will upon enquim 
found to be equivocal, as well as the Wa 
Reaſon. =_— 
Firſt then, a thing may be ſaid to be d 
lutely, and in it felf ſufficient to any End, with 
it is of it ſelf capable of attaining rhat Inf 
without any aſſiſtance or dependance upon 
nother. Such a Sufficzency as this cannot 
| conceive, be attributed to Reaſon in Matter 
Religion, unleſs it can be aſſerted, and proj 
that Reaſon is without any aſſiſtance able 
diſcover all religious Truths, which maya 


way concern us, and can of zt ſelf lead u be 
Happineſs, without ſuppoſing any indulgellce: 
or allowance for it's Weakneſs. But ther! any 


another kind of Sufficiency, which I will cal 

imputative, or hypothetical Sufficiency, in op 

ſition to an abſolute Sufficiency : and that 
wit 


[ 9 ] 


Alen a thing is therefore call'd ſufficient, be- 
&{ it is ſuch as will be accepted, and is able 


reft@zttain the End propos d, not of it ſelf, but 
urſe ough the indulgence of another. This may 
ſtill aps be made plainer by a familiar In- 
lig d ce. Suppoſe a Perſon in Debt. If he is 


nai fully to diſcharge all his Debts, his Eſtate 
my be faid to be abſo/utely ſufficient for that 
ficiooſe : but if being unable ſo to do, he is 
withſtanding admitted to compound, his 
Yalate, though abſolutely, and in it feif inſuf- 
lint, may yet in ſome Senſe be ſaid to be 
ent, on ſuppoſition of the Lenity of the 
, or the Mercy of his Creditors. Thus 
our Reaſon, though in it ſelf weak and 
Wiſicient, unable to point out to us our ſe- 
Relations and Obligations, yet it may 
lad to be imputatively ſufficient, on ſuppo- 
In of God's Mercy and Equity, who will 
Wire of us no more than what we do, or 
r have known, And as in the former 
E the Debtor's Eſtate would have been 
ert, however ſmall it were, ſo our Rea- 
would in this Senſe be ſufficient, though it 
Fr much leſs perfect than it is. | 
"kindly, We muſt diſtinguiſh between 4 
Neency with regard to the End, and a Suffe- 
ry with regard to the Means, That Guide 
be ſuftcient with regard to the End, that 
"7 certainly lead us to the End propos d 
ry ay Means whatever: but ſuch a Guide 
Dis ſufec;ent with regard to the Means, as 
lead us to the End propos d by the beſt 
ſorteſt Means, I ſhall endeayour to ex- 
1 8 B plain 


[1.4 ] 
ſhall ſoon have occaſion to treat of this bo K 


more particularly. Again, it will not fo caver 
from hence that Reaſon 7s the Standard a 


veal'd Truths, or a proper Judge of every july 
of” Revelation. If Reaſon is ſufficient to Mut h 
us to Happineſs, tis not therefore ſufficgyd i; 
to every Purpoſe. If God will not req fre 
thoſe, who have no other Guide but NI 


to believe any thing above their Reaſon, ity 
not therefore follow that he cannot reveal 
us any Truths above our Reaſon, or requn 
the Belief of them, when reveal d. If N 
will teach us all things neceſſary to Sam 
on, it will not therefore teach us all thigh: 
uſeful: and conſequently uſeful Truths Mut. 
be reveal'd to us, which we could not dial of 
ver without Revelation, and which we cant: 2 
fully comprehend, when reveal d. And thenlfrien 
fore this Doctrine of the Sufficiency of Rabe 
when rightly ſtated, will not ſerve either M bro 
Socinians or Deiſt's Cauſe. Fate 
Thirdly, To ſay that Human Reaſon ute re 
this ſenſe ſufficient, is really to ſay no maler 
than that God will not impute to us int i 
ble Ignorance. Human Reaſon, they ſay, wir 
ſufficient Guide in Matters of Religion: f the 
becauſe God will not require of any Man Why, 
yond what he has given him Means and n t 
portunity of knowing. All this is very tied 
but is neither more nor leſs than ſaying tte 
God will not impute to any Man ve thi 
Ignorance. So that after. all theſe laboWlifelar 
Diſputes we are come back again to the g un 
old School-Diſtinction of norantia 7 lite 


' 
= 


RY | | 


wrantia invincibilis: and have at length 

Cover d that all this out-cry of the 92 
of Human Reaſon is no more than a So- 
ian Artifice of expreſſing in ambiguous terms 
it has been by all the World - acknow- 
ad in plain terms, and then taking advan- 
he from the ambiguity of the Expreſſion to 
Wl the unwary into Errors, as repugnant to 
man Reaſon, as they are to Divine Reve- 


que Bat there remains another Conſideration 
behind. If Reaſon is originally ſufficient 
ja gt every Man that cometh into the World, 
Ait may become 7nſuficient through our 
nit, When Man has brought himſelf into a 
diate of Sin, the Cafe will be very much al- 
e: and that Light, which might have been 
cient to preſerve him from falling, may 
be ſufficient to reſtore him, When Man 

broken through the Rules of Reaſon, and 
Feten the Guide of his Youth, he muſt either 
recourſe to a new Guide, or he muſt 
Wider in Darkneſs and Uncertainty, Men 
it indeed from the Goodneſs of God en- 
Fan reaſonable Hopes that he would ac- 
Ft them upon Repentance. But Hope is one 


the mere Principles of Human Reaſon 


I neceſſarily follow Repentance, and there- 
F this concerning Queſtion muſt without a 
Pelation have remain'd for ever doubtful 
d uncertain, We deny not but that God 
Hande the coming of Chriſt might, and did 

of accept 


, and Certainty another. We cannot 


dude with Certainty that abſolute Pardon 


— —— 
. . 
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accept the repentant Offender. But then Ii to 
was not Human Reaſon, or any thing thi th 
Human Reaſon. could diſcover, which ent 
him to this favour, but the precious Blat of 
Chriſt, * who gave himſelf a Ranſom far 
to be teſtified in due time. However the 
fore Reaſon might be in ſome ſenſe 2 fi 
ent Guide to Man, yet to Sinners it was in 
ſenſe a ſufficient Guide. It had through Mz 
Default loſt it's original Sufficiency : and andy 
Diſpenſation, and new Covenant of Gra eb 
now become neceſlary. i 
In order therefore to ſet this Point in 
clearer and fuller Light, I ſhall cloſe this 
bate with ſome ſhort Reflections on the M 
ceſſity and Sufficiency of the Goſpel- Au 
tion. | | 2 

As to the Firſt, a Revelation may be i 
to be neceſſary. either with regard to 6 
with regard to Man either neceſſery, becuſ hurt 
God is ſuppos d under ſome neceſſity of gm 
it; or neceſſary, becauſe Man's circumitandjuur 
of neceſſity require it. Pn 


With regard to God, we cannot, in thelifj 
Place, ſuppoſe him to be under any N 
Neceſſity of revealing himſelf. He is fit 
all his Actions, though determin d by bis nel 
Wiſdom, Juſtice, and Goodneſss. m, 


Secondly, God could not be obli d inf 
ſtice, or Equity, to reveal himſeli to Mifaſre 
kind. The moſt that Equity could dem 7 


4 * I Tim. y-D 6. l 


(IF ] 
then to require of Men only in proportion to 
ng tun they might have known, But to pardon 
entity! Offenders, and enter into a new Cove- 
Bla it of Grace with them, muſt be the effect of 
for alfuty and Goodneſs, 
dhe 


mrad then, if we conſider God, as a Be- 
in g of infinite Goodneſs and Mercy, we muſt 
lu reive him by virtue of this Character con- 
und to provide ſome Means of Salvation, 
keby Mankind might be reliev'd from that 
Horable and hopeleſs State they had brought. 
iu mſelves into. But then this is only a Mo- 
Meeſſity, a Neceſſity conſiſtent both with 
y and Mercy : fo far indeed from be- 
u inconſiſtent with Mercy, that it ariſes 
_ 


\Giwthly, With regard to the Chriſtian Scheme 
eu nrticular, as God's Mercy determin d him 
aer Pardon to Mankind, ſo his Vi ſdom 
ur d this ſhould be done in ſuch a manner, 
-Pught ſecure the Honour of his Laws, and 
his diſpleaſure againſt Sin. This by the 

han Diſpen ſation is done in the moſt effe- 
Nau manner. What other Methods of Sal- 
5 fire in infinite Wiſdom might have contriv'd, 


his f eſume not to determine: only this we 
I, that, as far as our Conceptions can 
N, no Means could have been propos d, 
Fu could ſo effectually deter Men from 
cgreſſing, or ſo manifeſtly diſplay the Di- 
iſaom, Juſtice, and Goodneſc. 


* f N 


Fifthly 


[ 16 ] 
Fifthly, As to the Revelation of thi Diga. 
PE cage may juſtly conclude from G04. * tl 
neſs that he would reveal it in due time. Miec 
when that Time ſhould come muſt depend ut {a 
on other conſiderations, and muſt be left to ll kn 
IV: ſdom to determine. 46 
Laſtly then, it was by no means neceſtank Pp 
that God ſhould reveal his Goſpel to all Mu 
kind. God might through Chrift admit Med But 
to Pardon and Salvation, without acquaintinglſiþen 
them upon what Terms and Motives they werdſped; 
Pardon d and Savd. With regard therefanfpſyry 
to particular. Perſons, a Revelation was, lia bre 
other the Gifts of Nature or Fortune, u ſu 
effect of God's free Grace and Bounty: an h 
and valuable Privilege, which we ought tobelfrar 
abundantly thankful for; but which no Mint 
could in Fuftice or Equity demand, which Golf: 
might withhold from one, and grant to aer 
ther, * according to his good Pleaſure, whihMiore 
hath purpos'd in himſelf. Jig 
| Again, As to the Neceſſity of the , Chriſualhyet 
388 with regard to Man, we mult likefine | 
wiſe diſtinguiſh between the Dz ſpe ſation it ſehia, 
and the Revelation of that Diſpenſation. ige 
With regard to the former, we conceilih{eyy 
that God's Mercy could not incline him to putim 
don Sinners in a manner that ſhould be inch] 
ſiſtent with his Wiſdom or Juſtice, If then it 
fore his Wiſdom and Fuſtice requir d that e m; 
tisfaction ſhould be made, and if there Nn 
no other Name under Heaven, but that of Fe In 


* Epheſ. 1. 9. 441.4. 12. ord 
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Nat, whereby we muſt be ſar d, it will fol- 
« Gully that the Chriſtian Diſpenſation is abſolute- 
. Biafnecefſary to Salvation. Since we could not 
nd u ſar d without an Attonement, and fince 
t to lie know not of, nor can conceive any other 
Foldle Attonement, but that propos d in the 
oſpel, we muſt look upon that, as abſo/utely 


ſary to our Salvation. 


© But then, as to the Revelation of the Goſpel 
en ſation, this, though highly uſeful and 
Spedient, yet cannot be call'd abſolutely ne- 
forÞiſory to Salvation. Men might, as I obferv'd 
lere, be ſav'd without this Knowledge. But 
d& fuch Revelation is a thing highly expe- 
nt, and much to be wiſh'd for, to give us 
irance of Salvation; more diſtinctly to 
anc out the Means of it; to afford us greater 
Mlitances, and ſtronger Motives to follow 
ier it; and to enable us to attain to higher 
Inch Miſſeorees of Glory. A Revelation therefore, 
1 uugh not abſolutely neceſſary to Salvation, 
brij Pet neceſſary to theſe Ends : neceſſary in the 
© Be ſenſe that Education is neceſſary to the 
it fad, Inſtruction to the Savage, and Know- 
e to the Ignorant: nay tis far more ne- 
once, as it informs us in Points of the high- 
to pa importance, and neareſt concernment to 
mean It may be farther obſerv'd from hence 
in proof of the neceſſity of Revelation 
may pertinently alledge the Inſufficiency of 
wor, in the ſame manner as we alledge 
Inſufficiency of Natural Parts, when 45 
© i- 


here 4 
f Fe 
rf 


diſcourſe of the Neceſſity of Education: xl. 
can we better judge of this Inſufficiency ini 
ther Caſe, than by enquiring into the þ 
ctices and Opinions, which prevail d in fo 
and Nations deſtitute of theſe Advanta 
In vain therefore have the Sociniant and Did 
endeavour d to ſhift off this State of the Ow 
ſtion. The Weakneſs of Human Reaſon is N. 
only Point we are concern d to prove ina 


Diſputes with them: and this cannot bem 
be determin d than by Fai? and Experiente. 


Secondly, With regard to the Sufficieny 
the Goſpel Revelation we maintain, 


Firſt, that the Scriptures are a ſuſiq 
Guide in all thoſe Senſes, in which Reaſex ally 
be {aid ſo to be. They em unto ns the Wah, 
of Salvation; and a diligent Obſervance of ii 
Rules therein preſcrib d will moſt certa 
entitle us to God's Favour : and this ve bs 
moſt undoubted aſſurance of, eyen the | 
| miſe of God, who cannot Ile. 


| Secondly, Scripture is a ſufficzent Guide, as : 
clufive of Tradition, or any other Guide. iy 
ſuppoſes indeed the uſe of Reaſon, but alt, 
any other Rule to ſupply it's deficiencies, Why 
has given us none, nor have we ſuthaa 


grounds to expect any. 


Thirdly, The Goſpel is à Rule ab ſolu | | 01 
in it ſelf ſuſſicient. Tete, who are 74 * 


LS: 3 
inted with it, need no allowance for the 
ciency of their Rule: and thoſe, who com- 
with the Terms of it, have a Covenant 
r, and Legal Claim to the Favour of God, 
Eternal Life. 5 


Furt hly, As we have now no reaſon to ex- 
& any farther Revelation, ſo we conceive 
u God hath in the Holy Scriptures reveal d 
vs all ſuch Relations, as any way concern 
* &, and all ſuch Duties, as depend on thoſe 
Þ lations. They are a ſufficient Guide, not 
den u with regard to the End, but with regard 
to the Means. God hath herein given us 
.. Þ things that pertain unto Life and Godlineſs. 
Hany are not only + able to make us wiſe unto 
vation, but to furni ſh us thoroughly unto all 
Horte. and will lead us unto eternal 


A pine ſs by the beft, and ſhorteſt, and ſureſt 
— 3 
lafly, The Goſpel is not only originally 


Paent to lead all thoſe to Happineſs, who 
mply with the Rules of it, but it alſo con- 


1, irs 2 Promiſe of Pardon to the repentant 
* fender. This therefore is a Guide, which 


E oreateſt Sinner may follow with ſafety and 
pudence. If he will but repent and for- 
his Sins he may from hence receive not 
N reaſonable hopes, but certain aſſurance of 
Non and Peace, * through the tender Mer- 
ur God ; whereby the Day-Spring from on 


T2 bet. 1. 3. im. 2. „* Inke 1. 1 
inte 1.3, 1 2 Tim. 3. 15, 17. ** Lake 1 a 
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high hath viſited us, to give Light to them id the 
fit in Darkneſs, and in the Shadow of Death Ide / 
guide our Fees into the Way of Peace, nere 
185 It 1. 

Let us therefore poſſeſs our ſelves wih ung 
juſt ſenſe of our own Weakneſs and Inſuſſ Hol 
ciency, and with Humility and l hankfulnon, 
accept and embrace the gracious Aſſiſtamhency 
which God hath in his Goſpel reachd oj ſhal 
to us. Let us ſearch the Scripture : let it 
our Study, our Rule, and our Guide. But 
bove all let it be our care to conform fin 
Lives according to it's holy Precepts, A Gu 
can be of no ſervice to thoſe who will 
follow it: and the Light of the Goſpel, in 
will not be directed by it, will only ſerve 

upbraid our Tranſgreſſions, and aggrai 
our Guilt. „ | | 
* Before the coming of Chriſt God wat 
at thoſe Times of Iznorance : the Failures 
thoſe who were under the guidance of uni 
filted Reaſon, might admit of ſome Excl 
and claim ſome Compaſſion and Allowan 
But + zf we neglect ſo great Salvation; 1f ini 
midſt of Light we continue in Darkneſs, a 
under the Goſpel of Righreouſneſs ſtill pe 
fiſt to practice Iniquity, our Guilt will be! 
excuſable, and our Damnation unavoidad: 
* * It ſhall be more tolerable for the Heath 
and unciviliz'd Nations at the Day of Fudge 
than for us. ++ Let therefore our Converſa! 


be as becometh the Gaſpel of Chriſt ; an{weral 
N Acts 17. 30. 1 Heb. 2.3. * Matt, 11. 22324. it Phy 


21 ] 


em th the Purity of our Religion, and * worthy 


eath, he Vocation wheremith we are call d. + For 


mere ſometimes Darkneſs, but now are ye 
wt in the Lord: walt · as Children of Liebe, 
with wing what ir acceptable unto the Lord; by 
Inſuſze Holineſs of our Lives adorning our Pro- 


fulne$on, and convincing Mankind of the Ex- 
iltangency of our Religion. 

1d of ſhall ſum up all in the Words of King So- 
et it n, a Perſon, whom we may reaſonably 


poſe well acquainted with the Extent of 
imo Underſtanding. ** Truſt in the 
rd with all thine Heart; and lean not to thine 
Underſtanding. In all thy Ways acknow- 


| in thine own Eyes: fear the Lord, and de- 
from Evil. | 


e Eph. 4.1. 2} Eph. 5. 8, 10. * Prov. 3.5. &c. 


bz WY 


e him, and be ſhall direct thy Paths, Be not 
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tion —_— A Sermon preach'd before the 
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19 Extraordinary and Particular Vows confer 
not neceſſary under the Moſaick, or expel 
under the Chriſtian Inſtitution, A Ser 
preach'd before the Univerſity of Oxford 
Sunday in the Afternoon, November the H 

- by Tipping Sylveſter, M. A. and Fellow 
broke College, Oxon. : 

20 Piſcatio or Angling. A Poem. written orig 
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Pembroke College, Oxon. 

21 The Bleſſing of Peace. A Sermon presch 

rum, by Rich. Eyre, M. A. Canon Rela 
of the Church of Sarum. 


at the Viſitation at Epſom by Robert Eyre 
Rector of Buckland in Surry, late Fele 
Souls College in Oxford. 9 
23 Ridicule ſo far as it affects Religion "uf 
and Cenſur d. A Sermon preach'd | 
Univerſity of Oxon by John Tottie, N | 
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24 The Advantages of Publick Education. by 
mon preach'd in the Cathedral Church 
terbury by Tho. Randolph, D. D. lag 
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